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Oriel Colwyn is pleased to present The Phantoms 
of Surrealism, a solo exhibition of new work by Neil 
Coombs. The exhibition is the result of a year-long pro-
ject carried out with the support of the Arts Council 
Wales. Coombs has travelled across the UK seeking out 
locations that have a historical connection with British 
Surrealism. At each location, he has taken a series of 
photographs of landscapes and details that he has en-
countered. These photographs have been arranged with-
in a rigid repetitive matrix to form a series of faces, one 
from each location.

Neil Coombs is an artist and writer, originally from 
London and currently based in Wales who has exhibited 
photographic, installation and multimedia work in gal-
leries and festivals both nationally and internationally. 
His work was recently included in group shows in Tur-
key, Germany and USA. Coombs is also founder and 
editor of the surrealist journal Patricide.

The exhibition was originally shown at Bodelwyddan 
Castle in 2012 where it also included collage and pho-
tographic work alongside some examples of recent col-
laborative projects that Coombs has been involved with 
or curated. One of the Phantom works, The Phantom of 
Worktown, has been acquired for the permanent collec-
tion of Bolton Art gallery where it now hangs.

The Freudian Phantom (2012)
digital print on aluminum 104 x 84 cm

the phantoms, like some easter island statues for the so-
called modern world, mute, terrible remnants heralding a 
message even they have forgotten how to utter, stand as
sentinels for the disintegration of our world view

Dr. Krzysztof Fijalkowski
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The gallery is open most weekdays from 10am
There is no admission charge to visit the exhibition
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Contact Details

Contact Neil Coombs directly for more information:
e-mail: neil@ncoo.co.uk
mob: 07833 725688
web: www.ncoo.co.uk

For more information on the Phantom Project, visit 
the blog at: http://surrealphantom.wordpress.com

The Phantom of Cork Street (2012)
digital print on aluminum 104 x 84 cm

The Phantom of Farley Farm (2012)
digital print on aluminum 104 x 84 cm

Surreal Phantoms Trading 
Cards (2012)
9 x 6 cm
(from a set of 25)


